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- All sections require divisi into two parts.

- The central section of this work is meant to be very free and improvisatory. As indicated,

certain lines may be given to soloists, (or small groups within each section, if a large choir

is used), and the exact rhythm of those passages may be interpreted expressively.

FROM “A WEEK ON THE CONCORD 
AND MERRIMACK RIVERS”

The poet sings how blood flows in his veins.

He would strive in vain to modulate

The remote and transient music,

Since his song is a vital function, like breathing,

And an integral result like weight.

It is enough if Homer but says the sun sets.

It is as if nature spoke.

His passages are so naturally bright,

As gleams of sunshine in misty weather

“As from the clouds gleams the full moon,

All shining, and then again it goes behind the shadowy clouds,

So Hector, at one time appeared among the foremost,

And at another in the rear, commanding; and all with brass,

He shone, like to the lightning of aegis-bearing Zeus.”

Instead of other sacrifice,

We might offer up our perfect thoughts to the Gods daily,

In hymns or psalms,

For we should be at the helm at least once a day.

The whole of the day should not be daytime;

There should be one hour, if no more,

That the day did not bring forth.

- HENRY DAVID THOREAU
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*Any basses who have a low Bb may sing it, staggering entrances. The upper Bb may be occasionally flipped up or
down a step as desired by any individual, but aim for a sparse and random fluctuation as a section, focusing mainly
on the held pitch. 
** Sight, nasal mordent, less than a semi-tone, in the manner of Persian vocal style.
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̇ ‰3
3 3

3

3
3

at an oth er in the rear, com mand ing, com mand ing, and all with brass!

*

W
W( )

U
jœ

jœ jœ jœ
jœ jœ jœ jœ

jœ jœ
jœ jœ jœ

jœ jœ jœ jœ jœ
jœ jœ jœ

(Hmm)

57

œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ œœnn
jœœn œœ œœbb ‰ œ œ œ œb jœb œ jœ

Jœ œ œ œ Jœ œ œ œ> .œ œ ,
‰ œn œ œ rœ

> . .œ> ‰3 3 3

3 3

Jœ œ œ œ
œœ


˙̇


3
WW

ƒf

f

f ƒ

ƒ

- -

- -

- - - -
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* Very fast and darkly-toned shake.
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58 ‰ ‰ .œ- ‰ ∑U
shone...

sotto
voce

‰ ‰ .œ- ‰ jœ œ œn œ jœ œ œ ‰ jœ jœ jœ œ œ œ jœ œ ˙ ‰ ∑U3 3 3 3

shone... he shone like to the light ning

ord.
sotto
voce

œ œ ̇ ‰ Jœ œ œ œ Jœ œ œ ‰ Jœ Jœ Jœ œ œ œ Jœ œn ˙ ‰ œb œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œb3 3 3 3

3 3 3 3

he shone, he shone like to the light ning of ae

W
W( )

U
jœ

jœ jœ jœ
jœ jœ jœ jœ

jœ jœ
jœ jœ jœ

jœ jœ jœ jœ jœ
jœ jœ jœ

(Hmm)

58 ‰ ‰ ..œœ ‰ jœœ œœ œœn œœ jœœ œœ œœ ‰ jœœ œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ
jœœ œœn ˙̇b ‰ œb œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œb

3 3 3 3
3 3 3

œ œ ˙ Œ

WW

P

P F

F

f

f F

- - -
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bbb

bbb

bbb

b bb

b bb

44

44

44

44

44

44

S
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T

B

59    œ œ œ Jœ œ œ œ œ w ∑U
bear ing Zeus!

ord.

 œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ Jœ œ œ œ jœ W ∑U3 3

of ae gis bear ing Zeus!

.œ ‰ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ Jœ œ œ œ Jœ W ∑U
3 3

gis, of ae gis bear ing Zeus!

W
W( )

U
jœ

jœ jœ jœ
jœ jœ jœ jœ

jœ jœ W
W( )

∑U

(Hmm)

59

.œ ‰ œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ œœœ œœœ œ œ œ œ w ∑U3 3

WW
WW WW

∑

ƒ

ƒ

ƒ

ƒ

f

F

F

-

-

- -

-
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44

44

44

44

44

44

S

A

T

B

60 œ .œ ..œœ
In stead of

œ .œ .œ
In stead of

œœ ..œœ ..œœ
In stead of

œ .œ .œ
In stead of

60 œœœ ...œœœ ....œœœœ
œœ ..œœ ..œœ

To I  q = 66-72

P

P

P

Semplice
P œœ œœ J

œœ ..œœ
oth er sac

œ œœ jœœ ..œœ
oth er sac

œ œ Jœ ..œœ
oth er sac

œ œ Jœ .œ
oth er sac

œœœ œœœ J
œœœ ...œœœ

œœ œœ J
œœ ...œœœ

F

F

F

F

œœ œœ œb ˙ "
ri fice,

.˙

œœ œœ ..˙̇b "
ri fice,

œœ œœ ..˙̇b "
ri fice,

œ œ .˙ "
ri fice,

œœœ œœœ œb ˙ ".˙
œœœ œœœ ...˙̇̇b

œœ œœ œœ œœn
we might of fer

œœn œœ œœ œœ
we might of fer

œ œ œ œ
we might of fer

œ œ œ œ
we might of fer

œœœn œœœ œœœœ œœœ
œœn œœ œœ œœœ

˙̇ œœb œœ
up our per

˙̇ œœb œœ
up our per

˙ œ œ
up our per

˙ œ œ
up our per

˙̇ œœb œœ
˙̇̇ œœœb œœœ

- - - -

- - - -

- - - -

- - - -

- -

- -

- -

- -

&

&

V

?

&
?

bbb

bbb

bbb

bbb

b bb

b bb

45

45

45

45

45

45

nnn

nnn

nnn

nnn

nnn

nnn

44

44

44

44

44

44

S
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T

B

65 ˙˙b ˙n
fect thoughts

˙̇b ˙̇n
fect thoughts

˙ ˙
fect thoughts

˙ ˙
fect thoughts

65 ˙˙˙̇bb ˙̇̇nn
˙̇ ˙̇

œ œ ˙n
to the Gods

œœ œœ ˙
to the Gods

œ œn

œ œ ˙̇nn
to the Gods

œ œ ˙
to the Gods

œœœ œœœ ˙̇n
Œ œn

œœ œœ ˙̇̇nn

..œœb jœœ ˙˙ œ
dai ly, in

.œn jœ ˙ œ
dai ly, in

..œœbb Jœœ ˙̇ œœ
dai ly, in

.œb Jœ ˙ œn
dai ly, in

...œœœb jœœœ ˙˙˙ œœn
...œœœbbb

J
œœœ ˙̇̇ œœœn

P

P

P

P

w#
hymns,

w
hymns,

wwn#
hymns,

.œ# jœn ˙
hymns,

www#n
w# .œ# Jœn ˙

-

-

-

-
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69

..˙̇bn œ#
psalms, hymns,

.˙b œn
psalms, hymns,

..˙̇bn œœn#
psalms, hymns,

.œ# jœ ˙
hymns,

69

....

.
˙̇̇̇
˙

bb
n
nb œœœ

œ#
#nn

.œ# Jœn ˙

˙ ˙̇bn
psalms,

˙ ˙b
psalms,

˙̇ ˙̇bn
psalms,

.œ# jœ ˙
or psalms,

˙̇̇
˙

˙̇̇̇
˙

bb
n
nb

.œ# Jœ ˙

œœ .˙#
hymns,

œ .˙n
hymns,

œœ ..˙̇n#
hymns,

.œ# jœ ˙
or hymns,

œœœœ
œ

...

.
˙̇̇
˙#

#nn
.œ# Jœn ˙

..˙̇bn œ#
psalms, hymns,

.˙b œn
psalms, hymns,

..˙̇bn œœn#
psalms, hymns,

.œ# jœ ˙
or hymns,

....

.
˙̇̇̇
˙

bb
n
nb œœœ

œ#
#nn

.œ# Jœn ˙

&

&

V

?

&
?

# # # #

# # # #

# # # #

# # # #

## # #

## # #

42

42

42

42

42

42

43

43

43

43

43

43

S

A

T

B

73

˙ ˙̇bn
hymns,

˙ ˙b
hymns,

˙̇ ˙̇bn
hymns,

.œ# jœ ˙
or psalms

73

˙̇̇
˙

˙̇̇̇
˙

bb
n
nb

.œ# Jœn ˙

œœ œ# œ# œ#
psalms,

.˙

œ .˙n
psalms,

œœ ..˙̇n#
psalms,

.œ# jœ ˙
or hymns,

œœœœ
œ

Œ œ# œ#..
..

˙̇
˙̇#

#
n
n

.œ# Jœn ˙

œœ œœ
for we

œœ œœ
for we

œ œ
for we

œ œ
for we

œœœ œœœ
œœ œœ

F

F

F

F

œœ œœ ˙˙
should

œœ œœ ˙̇
should

œ œ ˙
should

œ œ ˙
should

œœœ œœœœ ˙˙̇̇
œœ œœ ˙̇

œœ ˙̇
be at

œœ ˙̇
be at

œ ˙
be at

œ ˙
be at

œœœ ˙̇̇
œœ ˙̇
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####
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44
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n nnn
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n nnn

n nnn

S

A

T

B

78 œœ ˙˙
the helm

œœ ˙̇
the helm

œ ˙
the helm

œ ˙
the helm

78 œœœœ ˙˙̇̇
œœ ˙̇

œœ ˙̇
at least

œœ ˙̇
at least

œ ˙
at least

œ ˙
at least

œœœ ˙̇̇
œœ ˙̇

jœœ ..œœ ˙̇#
once a

jœœ ..œœ ˙̇#
once a

jœ .œ ˙̇
once a

jœ .œ œœ
œœ#

once a

jœœœ ....œœœœ ˙̇̇̇##
jœœ ..œœ œ̇œ

œœ#

..˙̇ , Œ
day.

.˙ ,
œn

day. The

.˙
, œ

day. The

..˙̇ , œn
day. The

...˙̇̇ ,
œn

..˙̇ œœn

F

f

f

Ff

Ff

∑

.œ .œ œ
whole of the

.œ .œ œ
whole of the

.œ .œ œ
whole of the

.œ .œ œ

..œœ ..œœ œœ

Solemn

&

&

V

?

&
?

S
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T

B

83 Œ œ œ œ
should not be

(unis.)

w
day,

w
day,

w
day

83 Œ œ œ œw
ww

f

f

f

f
.œ ‰ ‰ œ œb œ

day,
day

.œ Jœb ˙
day time.

.œ jœb ˙
day time.

.œ J
œœbb ˙̇

day time.

.œ Jœb ˙
day time.

 ‰ œ œb œ..œœ J
œœbb ˙̇

..œœ J
œœbb ˙̇

jœb œb jœb ˙
time.

w

w

ww

w

jœb œb jœb ˙ww
ww

œ œn œb œ œn
3

should not,

wn
should

w
should

œ œ œb œ œ
3

should not,

œ œ œb œ œn
3

wn
wœ œ œb œ œn

3

.˙ Œ

˙ ˙#
not, should

˙n ˙n
not, should

.˙ Œ

.˙ Œ˙̇n ˙#
 ˙n.˙ Œ

F

F

˙# ˙
should not,

˙ ˙̇
not,

˙ ˙
not,

˙ ˙
should not,

˙# ˙̇̇˙
˙ ˙̇˙

F

F
-

-

-

-

-
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89 œœn - ˙̇- œœ-
should not be

œœn - ˙̇- œœ-
should not be

 œ œ
not be

 œ œ
not be

89 œœœœnn ˙̇˙˙ œœœœ


œœ œœ

œœ ˙̇ Œ
day time,

œœ ˙̇ Œ
day time,

œ ˙ Œ
time,

œ ˙ Œ
time,

œœœœ ˙̇˙˙ Œ
œœ ˙̇ Œ

œ .œ ..œœ
there should be,

œœ ..œœ ..œœ
there should be,

œ .œ .œ
there should be,

œ .œ .œ
there should be,

œœ ...œœœ ....œœœœ
œœ ..œœ ..œœ

p P

p P

p P

p P

˙˙ Œ œ
should

˙˙ Œ œœ
should

˙ Œ œ
should

˙ Œ œ
should

˙˙˙˙ Œ œœœ
˙̇

Œ
œœ

p

p

p

p

.œ .œ œb
be one,

Jœ ˙

..œœ jœœ ˙˙
be one,

.œ Jœ ˙
be one,

.œ Jœ ˙
be one,

..œœ .œ œb
J
œœœ ˙̇˙

..œœ J
œœ ˙̇

F

F

F

F

-

-
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bbb

bbb

bbb

b bb

b bb

43

43

43

43

43

43

44

44

44

44

44

44

S

A

T

B

94

˙n Œ œb
there

˙

˙˙ Œ œ
there

˙ Œ œb
there

˙ Œ œb
there

94

˙n Œ œœb˙˙
˙̇ Œ œœbb

P

P

P

P

..œœ ..œœb
should be

.œ ..œœ
should be

.œb .œ
should be

.œ .œ
should be

...œœœ ...œœœb
..œœb ..œœ

.˙b
one,

.œ .œ

.œ .œ
one,

.˙

.˙b
one,

.œ .œ
one,

.˙b .œ .œ

..˙̇b .œ .œ

œ
one

œ ˙̇

œ
one

œ ˙˙

œ ˙̇
one

œ ˙̇
one

œœ ˙̇˙
œœ ˙̇œ

f

f

f

f

˙̇ Œ œ
hour, if

˙˙ Œ œœ
hour if

˙̇ Œ œœ
hour if

˙̇ 
hour,

˙̇˙ Œ œœœœ
˙̇ Œ œ

F

F

F
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99 .˙ œ
no if

..˙˙ œœ
no, if

..˙̇ œœ
no, if

Œ œœ ˙̇
if no,

99 ....˙̇˙˙ œœœœ
.˙ œ

Œ
œœ ˙̇

F

˙ œ
no,

.˙

..˙˙
no,

..˙̇
no,

œœ œœN œœ
if no,

 œ....˙̇˙˙
˙ œœœ œœ œœ

˙̇N ˙˙
no more,

˙˙ ˙˙
no more,

˙̇ ˙̇
no more,

œœ œœ ˙̇

no more,

˙̇˙˙n ˙˙˙˙
œ̇œ œœ ˙̇

˙˙ Œ

˙˙ Œ

˙̇ Œ

˙̇ Œ

˙˙˙˙ Œ
˙̇ Œ

..˙̇
that

.˙
that

œ ˙

œ ˙
that

.˙

.˙
that

œ ˙

...˙˙œ̇ ˙

..˙œ̇ ˙
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104 ..˙̇
the

.˙
the

œ ˙

œ ˙
the

.˙

.˙
the

œ ˙

104 ...˙˙˙ œ ˙
..˙̇œ ˙

˙̇ ˙̇
day did

˙ ˙
day did

œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ
day did

˙ ˙

˙ ˙
day did

œ œ œ œ

˙˙˙ ˙˙˙œ œ œ œ
˙̇ ˙̇œ œ œ œ

P

P

P

P

..œœ- ..œœ-
not bring

..œœ- ..œœ-
not bring

..œœ- ..œœ-
not bring

..œœ- ..œœ-
not bring

....œœœœ ....œœœœ
...œœœ ...œœœ
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