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RUMORS FROM AN AEOLIAN HARP

There is a vale which none hath seen,
Where foot of man has never been,
Such as here lives with toil and strife,
An anxious and a sinful life.

There every virtue has its birth,

Ere it descends upon the earth,

And thither every deed returns,
Which in the generous bosom burns.

There love is warm, and youth is young,
And poetry is yet unsung.
For Virtue still adventures there,
And freely breathes her native air.

And ever, if you hearken well,
You still may hear its vesper bell,
And tread of high-souled men go by,
Their thoughts conversing with the sky.

- Henry David Thoreau, 1849

- High soprano soloist, mezzo-soprano soloist, and alto
soloist are called for.

- String sections should all be large enough that divisi into
two parts for the basses and three parts for the others
is practical. Two violin soloists are to be designated and
diminished sections are required to play in one passage.



RUMORS FROM AN AEOLIAN HARP

For SATB Choir and String Orchestra

PETER JAMES LEARN (b. 1982)

Text: HENRY DAVID THOREAU
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* "Every" sung in three syllables, when indicated.
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